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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendments and arguments received 10/15/2007 have entered and 
considered. Claim 1 has been canceled. An examination of pending claims 2-16 is 
herein presented. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 recites the limitation "the intermediate strip" in line 1 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner suggests 
amending the phrase to read, "the intermediate portion". 

2. Regarding claim 2, the language between the preamble and portions of the body 
of the claim are inconsistent. For example, the preamble of the claim 2 sets for the 
subcombination "a crown molding member"; however the claim recites "extends along 
the horizontal ceiling" and "extends along the vertical wall" which sets forth a positive 
relationship between the horizontal wall, vertical wall and the crown molding and thus 
appears to claim a combination. Clarification is required. For purposes of examination, 
this claim is being treated as a subcombination. 

3. Regarding claim 3, the language between the preamble and portions of the body 
of the claim are inconsistent. For example, the preamble of the claim 2 sets for the 
subcombination "a crown molding member"; however, the claim recites "extends along 
the horizontal ceiling", "extends along the vertical wall" and "bears against the horizontal 
ceiling" which sets forth a positive relationship between the horizontal wall, vertical wall 
and the crown molding and thus appears to claim a combination. Clarification is 
required. For purposes of examination, this claim is being treated as a subcombination. 
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4. Regarding claim 12, the language between the preamble and portions of the 
body of the claim are inconsistent. For example, the preamble of the claim 2 sets for 
the subcombination "a crown molding member"; however, the claim recites "extends 
along the horizontal ceiling" and "extends along the vertical wall" which sets forth a 
positive relationship between the horizontal wall, vertical and the crown molding and 
thus appears to claim a combination. Clarification is required. For purposes of 
examination, this claim is being treated as a subcombination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schiedegger et al. (US Patent 6,212,835). 

a. Regarding claim 2, Schiedegger et al. discloses a crown molding member 
(20), which is useful and capable of trimming a corner defined by where a vertical 
wall and a horizontal ceiling meet, the crown molding member (20) having a 
planar portion (80) (Fig. 7,7A), which can extend along a horizontal ceiling when 
the crown molding member is installed in a first mode and which can extend 
along the vertical wall when the crown molding member is installed in a second 
mode, the planar portion (80) having a proximal edge (edge closer to 78) and a 
distal edge (edge closer to 68), which is spaced from the proximal edge of the 
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planar portion (Fig. 7,7A), the crown molding member (20) having an 
intermediate portion (extending from planar portion 80 to flange 74), which 
adjoins the distal edge of the planar portion at a distal edge of the intermediate 
portion (Fig. 7,7A), the intermediate portion having a proximal edge (adjacent 
74), which is spaced from the distal edge of the intermediate portion (Fig. 7,7A), 
the crown molding member having a mounting flange (74), which adjoins the 
proximal edge of the intermediate portion at an the mounting flange (Fig. 7,7A), 
which can extend along a vertical wall which the crown molding member is 
installed in the first mode and which extends along a horizontal ceiling when the 
crown molding is installed in the second mode, wherein the planar portion (80) 
extends from the distal edge of the intermediate portion toward the corner with 
the crown member installed in either the first or second mode , the crown 
molding member having an additional flange (by 76), which adjoins the proximal 
edge of the planar portion at an adjoining edge of the additional flange (Fig. 
7,7A), which can extend along the vertical wall, toward the mounting flange, 
when the crown molding member is installed in the first mode and which can 
extend along the horizontal ceiling, toward the mounting flange, when the crown 
molding member is installed in the second mode. 

b. Regarding claim 7, the proximal edge of the planar portion (80) can be 
proximal to the vertical wall when the crown molding member is installed in the 
first mode and wherein the proximal edge of the planar portion can be proximal to 
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the horizontal ceiling when the crown molding member is installed in the second 
mode. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Soyka, Jr. et 
al. (US Patent 5,560,175). Regarding claim 12, Soyka Jr. et al. discloses a crown 
molding member (10), which can be used to trim a corner defined by where a vertical 
wall and a horizontal ceiling meet, the crown molding member having a planar portion 
(38), which can extend along a horizontal ceiling when the crown molding member is 
installed in a first mode (for example, when opened as in Fig. 2 and rotated 90 degrees 
counterclockwise, the molding can be placed on a suspension ceiling with panels and 
against a vertical wall) and which can extend along a vertical wall when the crown 
molding member is installed in a second mode (for example, when opened as in Fig. 2 
and rotated 90 degrees the molding can be placed against a vertical wall in between 
two ceiling sections of different heights), the planar portion having a proximal edge(by 
34), the planar portion having a distal edge (by 32) which is spaced from the proximal 
edge of the planar portion, the crown molding member having an intermediate portion 
(from 32 to 16), which adjoins the distal edge of the planar portion at a distal edge of the 
intermediate portion (Fig. 2), the intermediate portion having a proximal edge which is 
spaced form the distal edge of the intermediate portion (Fig. 2), the crown molding 
member having a mounting flange (by 28), which can extend along the vertical wall 
when the crown molding member is installed in the first mode and which can extend 
along the horizontal ceiling when the crown molding member is installed in the second 
mode, which generally has a uniform thickness except that the crown molding member 
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is thinner where the distal edge of the intermediate portion adjoins the distal edge of the 
planar portion (at 32) (Fig. 2), whereby to form a hinge where the crown molding is 
thinner (Fig. 2,3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 4-6 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schiedegger et al. (US Patent 6,212,835) in view of Keesee (US Patent 
3,201,901). 

a. Regarding claim 4, Schiedegger et al. discloses the invention as claimed 
except for the mounting flange including an array of apertures. However, it is 
notoriously well known in the art that moldings can have an array of apertures on 
mounting flanges. For example, Keesee teaches a crown molding (Fig. 6) with 
mounting flanges (17) having an array of apertures (19) in order to more securely 
fastener the crown molding to the wall. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to modify Schiedegger et al. to 
include an array of apertures on the mounting flange, such as taught by Keesee, 
in order to more securely attach the molding to the wall or ceiling. 

b. Regarding claims 5 and 6, Keesee further teaches that dry-wall finishing 
material (30) is applied to the mounting flange (column 3, lines 1-5), inherently 
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having some of the applied material press through at least some of the apertures. 
The material can be applied in either mode. 

c. Regarding claim 8, the planar portion can be attached to the ceiling. 

d. Regarding claim 9, the mounting flange can be attached to the vertical 
wall by means besides applied material, such as by a mechanical fastener (36). 

e. Regarding claim 10, the planar portion can be attached to the vertical wall. 

f. Regarding claim 1 1 , the mounting flange can be attached to the horizontal 
ceiling by means besides the applied material, such as by a mechanical fastener 
(36). 

10. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Soyka, Jr. et al. (US Patent 5,560,175) in view of Schiedegger et al. (US Patent 
6,212,835). Regarding claims 13 and 15, Soyka, Jr. et al. discloses an invention 
capable of being attached to a horizontal ceiling or a vertical wall. Soyka, Jr. et al. does 
not disclose that the planar portion is attached by mechanical fasteners. However, it is 
notoriously well known in the art that mechanical fasteners can be used to attach crown 
moldings to different fixtures. For example, Schiedegger et al. teaches a crown molding 
(520) comprising a planar portion (561) and an intermediate portion (Fig. 48, 51) 
wherein the planar portion is attached to a fixture via mechanical fasteners (column 20, 
lines 31-39). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Soyka, Jr. et al. to use mechanical fasteners, such as 
taught by Schiedegger et al. in order to more securely fasten the crown molding. 
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1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2 and 4-1 1 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's arguments filed 
10/15/2007 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. Regarding 
applicants arguments concerning claim 12, the mounting flange of Soyka is the flange 
that is adjacent the adhesion surface (28). The rejection of claim 12 has been clarified 
to show examples of how the molding can be installed in both the first and second 
mode. In the first mode, the molding can be oriented on a suspension ceiling, the 
planar portion extending along the ceiling and over the vertical wall such that the 
mounting flange extends along vertical wall. In the second mode, the molding can be 
used in a room wherein the ceiling has two adjacent sections that are at different 
heights. The molding can create a decorative transition between the higher and lower 
section by placing the planar portion against the vertical wall in-between the two 
sections and the mounting flange on the lower ceiling section. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 14 and 16 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

13. Claim 3 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the claim 
objection(s) set forth in this Office action. 

Contact Information 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth A. Plummer whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. CHAPMAN/ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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